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} Here 1s a very large Hiſtorie of the Church, taking in the affairs of tie 
* Empire,and of other Kingdoms inthe Chriſtian world, of our En- 

gliſh Nation among the reſt, colleed and compiled by Mr Thomas 

Harding, B. of D. and late ReQor of Souldren in Oxfordſhire, now 

deceaſed,out of moſt Aurtors of note now exſtant in print, beſides di- 

vers Manuſcripts,that have written of the ſeveral timestherein com- 

priſed : moſt matters of weight, concerning the Occurrents of fore- 
paſſed ages, therein contcined, beeing related in the words of ſuch Autors as are al- 
lowed by the Church of Rome, that the Popiſh partie may nor have the leaſt occaſion 
to chargethe Compiler with falſhood in ought : and manie remarkable pieces are ex- 
hibited init, whichare not in that large and elaborate work of that worthie Servant of 
Chriſt M* Fohy Fox his Actsand Monuments ; digeſted alſo the whole in fomwhat an- 
other way then hee took. The work is very fairly written in many Volumes, for the 
effcting whereof the Autor was at a Very great charge,and indced exſpended the moſt 
of his means in procuring of Books, and ſearching of Librarics,as well publick as pri- 
vare,forthe writings {not obvious many of rhem) of ſuch Aurors as might any way 
conduce thereunto ; and appear's to have been the travel of nota few years. It begin- 
neth atthe year of our Lord 858, and from thence reacheth down tothe reign of King 
Fames, whereof allo it raketh in ſom part, Of the times before the Conqueſt all run- 
neth on in one joint and general context : from thence it is carried on more particular- 
ly and diſtinly by the ſeveral Reigns of the Kings of England, all forreign affairs bees 
ing ſuited thereunto. 

Wee, whoſe names here under ſubſcribed, having viewed ſom part, and read, ſom of 
us,moſt of it, do deem it to bee a work very uſeful, as that wherein the Reader without 
diſtraQion by recourſ to a multitude of Aurors ſhall finde collected to his hand out of 
them, and repreſented to his view in a continued ſeries, the progreſs of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and Profeſſion of Chriſtianitie in moſt parts, the times wherein, and means 
whereby ſuperſtition and corruptions cither through negligence and connivence crept 
intothe Church, or by wiles and contrivances were cunningly introduced, by thoſe 
eſpecially of the Popiſh faQtion ; as alſo the times wherein,means whereby,perſons by 
whom, and manner how the Reformation of ſuch abuſes came in ſeveral places to bee 
attempted, and by what degreesit waseffeRted : and wee ſuppoſe therefore it would 
—_ great pitic, that 2 work OW TIEN and bee Ted In the womb, for 
want of aſfiſtanceto bring it forth unto the birth ; beeing ordered by a Committee 
of the Honorable Houſ of Commons (where S* Edw. Deering had the Chair) to bee 
publiſhed, Anno Dom. 1641. as by the Order thereupon doth more tully appear. 

7B ITE Now howlſoever the publiſhing of the whole work,becing {6 large, will(as is both 
\f ronfecs by Printers, and others experienced in that kinde of emploiment) amount to the 
mx; Hon #21p3 ſummeoftwo thouſand pounds, and no Printer therefore will adventure on it at his 
CC 5: 1.4 F217: own proper charge; Yetthe conſideration of the premiſſes hath fo far prevailed with 
F.--.- /o + M* William Du-Gard Printer,and Mafter of the worſhipful Merchant-Tailor's School in 

2 FH SAS « London,that,out of his ingenuous diſpoſition, and zealous afteRion to a work of that 
1 + * am &9 nature, hee is willing fo undertake the printing of it, if ſo much monie onely may bee 
| SL brought in to him before hand, as will detraie the charge of Paper forthe whole work: 

= thy in licu whereof hee will engage himſelf by his hand-writing to deliver a perfe& Copie 

of the whole Work in quires, ſo {oon as the ſame ſhall bee finiſhed, for every lumme of 

fourtie ſhillings that ſhall bee ſent in before the twentic and fifth day of March next 

enſuing in the year 1652, or ſhortly after. = | 

To Shich —_ al and rovry fach Noblemen, Gentlemen, Miniſters, Merchants, 
or others, as ſhall bee pleaſed out of their reſpeR had ro the publick good, or to their 
own private contentment, to contribute toward ſo good and uſeful a work, they ſhall 
receiv from the ſaid M* Du-Gard under his hand affurance for copies reſpeQively as 1s 
above-mentioned.according to ſuch ſummes of monie, as ſhall by them beeſent in un- 
to him. | 

Ta, Armachanus. Tho. Gataker, Franc. Taiter. 


Iam willing ro give aſſurance under my hand to deliver: Copies, according to the 
Propoſition of theſe Reverend Gentlemen. Fr 


Zcom Merchant-Tailor's School in Suffolk Lane, 
meer Londey Stone, Novs 24+ 1651, 


